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A Study on the Participation Method of Distant Learners into
the IT-supported Lecture Using an Interactive Electronic Whiteboard
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This paper describes a real-time remote learning system where a teacher writes on an electronic
whiteboard and distant learners respond by writing on pen or tablet PC's with sharing the writing
surface. The teacher is reproduced as a teacher avatar on displays of distant learners, while the distant
student currently writing is reproduced as a student avatar on the electronic whiteboard and displays of
all the distant learners. These avatars work to attract attentions of participants to the handwriting
being written. The feature that distant learners can send their handwriting to the electronic whiteboard
and join the class by avatars is well appreciated by people who tried this system and must be evaluated
in real learning environments.
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