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A Hand-Drawing System with ‘Stationery Metaphors’
Suinva Kazama,! Naokr Katol and Masaki Nakacawat

This paper describes a figure drawing system on a display integrated tablet with a stylus
which extends the familiar concept of drawing on paper with a pen and drawing tools.
1t thus combines the merit of hand-drawing on paper with the advantages of computing in
order to promote the user’s creativity. In this design, the merit is emphasized that the
writing (drawing) process can be done subconsciously without disturbing the train of
thought. Sketching with higher flexibility due to computing may promote thinking unlike
mouse operations. The system provides the following two features. (1) drawing rough
sketches on a screen, and (2) tidying these up with stationery metaphors. These station-
ery metaphors are displayed on paper-like images and are manipulated with a realistic feel.
This process is similar to drawing with pen and paper so that it may be easily accepted
even by novice users. Moreover, this system can support drawing from the stage of creat-
ing ideas, unlike previous systems with mouse which are used to make neat copies of
already hand-drawn drafts. By allowing users to ‘test drive’ this system, the advantages
of hand-drawing with stationery mataphors as well as problems were clarified.
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